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YOUR CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE









LAST 4 DIGITS OF YOUR SSN

Board of Trustees

S.I.S. Pension Fund

8000 Corporate Drive

Landover, MD  20785

Dear Board of Trustees:

I am a member of Sprinkler Fitters Union Local 281, U.A. and a participant in the S.I.S. Pension Fund.  The current economic conditions have had a devastating effect on the construction industry.  Sprinkler Fitters Union Local 281, U.A. and its members have been hit very hard by this recession.  The unemployment rate for the Local 281 membership began to rise in September, 2008.  Our Local Union currently has 36% of its membership unemployed.  This number continues to grow each week.  The forecast for work for the near future does not look promising.
The vast majority of the members of Local 281 that are unemployed have had their incomes reduced by a minimum of 65%.  This makes day to day living a struggle for the unemployed members.  I have read the information about the hardship withdrawals that are available from the S.I.S. Pension Fund.  The criteria to qualify for a hardship withdrawal only addresses one area of the financial hardship that unemployed members are experiencing.  Members that are unemployed need financial resources to be able to provide for more than just mortgage/rent payments.  Unemployment benefits do not provide sufficient income to pay for the other necessities such as utilities, medical expenses, transportation expenses, etc.      
It is my understanding that the Board of Trustees can amend the Summary Plan Description to provide a broader definition of “hardship.”  This amendment could include a one time window, and may also include an expiration clause.  It may also be limited to reasonable requests that can be verified by the home local union.  I respectfully request that the Board of Trustees of the S.I.S Pension Fund amend the rules for the hardship withdrawal provision to a more reasonable definition of “hardship.”  I further request that the Board of Trustees allow the participants to withdraw their funds to pay for other living expenses beyond mortgage/rent payments.      
Sincerely,

YOUR NAME

